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Daylily Hybridizer Honoured with National Award

Taken from an article in the Bridgewater Bulletin:

By STACEY COLWELL

When all 2,000 of Don Longton's daylilies start to bloom next month, he'll see every colour combination imaginable.
Whites with gold edges, pinks, lavenders, oranges, reds and yellows to name just a few.
"Every flower will be different. There will be every colour and variety you could think of."

It wasn't always that way.
Despite being an avid gardener, he once thought all daylilies were orange, red or yellow.

"Then I went to a garden centre one time and saw one that was different. It had two colours and I thought that was really interesting. For whatever reason, it caught my
eye, so I went home and typed 'daylilies' into Google on the internet and I got 254,000 pages of information. I started reading."

“Trealized there were over 50,000 varieties. And read about Hybridizing. It facinated me! Before long, I was hooked and began dabbing pollen. “
"I'm creating brand-new ones that nobody's ever seen. I keep the exceptional ones to use for my own hybridizing and to register."
"T've almost gone into it full time," said Mr. Longton, who added other hybridizers and collectors have created a lucrative market for unique daylilies.

"There's an auction site dedicated for dayliles alone and it is huge. The highest I've seen go at auction this year was $6,000. That was for a brand-new daylily that was
unnamed so the buyer could name it after themselves," said Mr. Longton, who will be honoured with the Douglas Lycett Award for excellence in hybridizing at the

Canadian Hemerocallis Society Convention on July 24 in Toronto.

"Talk about surprised when I read the e-mail saying I'd won it. I had to read it over and over and over. I thought it couldn't be true," laughed the 48 year old, whose
award pales when compared to the joy he gets from his passion.

Don Longton was recently recognized by the
Ontario Daylily Society for his excellence in
daylily hybridizing. Stacey Colwell photo

"I've found something for the first time in my life that really talks to me. Like everybody, I've sort of scrambled through life trying to find something that I could feel
deep down and this is it for me. I think I'll do this until I die. I've never been happier. ... I'm bringing beauty into the world. It's something brand-new."

Still, there is a competitive side of being a hybridizer.

"You're always trying to create the next best, awesome thing that nobody's ever seen," said Mr. Longton, who added anybody can be an amateur hybridizer.
"That's the easy part. You take the pollen from one, put it on the pistil of the other and wait for a pod to set."

Despite being the first Atlantic Canadian to win the Douglas Lycett Award, he's only been hybridizing three years.

"This is still new to me. It's only been three years and basically, it takes about three years to go from seeds to mature plants, so it's just budding for me."

Unlike Mr. Longton, most garden centres sell tissue-cultured daylilies. If you are not a collector of Daylilies, this may not concern you.
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"They are basically test-tube grown. Somebody will buy a plant - essentially steal it because there are no patents yet - take it to Holland or US, cell divide it and
massively put out thousands of them. If it's an expensive newer named variety and I wanted the real one, I'd have to buy it for about $120 or more, but with TC’s you
can get it within three years for $9.99 at a local nursery."

"What that does is flood the market with name brands, but they're not true name brands, because what happens is when you tissue culture something, it can lose a gene.
So some of the traits that are supposed to be there are not ... a lot of nurseries sell daylilies with pictures on the tags, but eight of ten of them are not what's on the
picture. It would be nice to see some care being taken in this area.”

He is specializing in heavy gold-edged, double and triple-edged daylilies - with ruffled edges.

"It's funny, because some people would say the kinds I like are too gaudy, frilly and Victorian-looking, but everybody has their own preference and there'll always be a
market for that. Some people like the plainer the better. That's fine. I like the fact everybody has their own taste. There's something for everybody with over 50,000
varieties available."

For more information about his collection, check his web site at www.geocities.com/nslilies
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By Don Longton

Hybridizer’s Corner W

Greetings Everyone!

After a cold wet Spring and Summer officially here, it is so nice to see our lilies sending up scapes after the worst bout of Spring sickness ever. Maybe you
noticed..Spring sickness is when your lilies which looked great when they first emerged, are hit with cold weather and with their wet leaves start to twist and
streak and look as though they are slug eaten. Not to worry ~ these tough plants will grow out of it as soon as it warms up and dries out. I really find the way
they look for a while very unattractive so I cut or pull as much of the yellow and brown leaves at the base off leaving the new top growth. In no time they will
look healthy and no trace of the sickness will be present. Its interesting how some varieties seem to be unaffected by this and stay green and healthy from the
beginning! In our Zone 6 climate , dormant varieties seem to be the most suited and hold up well in the cold.

So far, I have managed to raise about 600 new seedlings to where they are ready to plant outside. I had hoped to germinate another 1000 seeds but so far have
not figured out where to put them!

From the greenhouse or window sill where you have been raising your plants, take them outside now that it has warmed up nicely and put them out on a porch
or somewhere that is mostly shaded. It is fine if there is an hour or two of sun on them but you may notice that they may turn color. Be sure to not let them dry
out, this stresses them. If the nights are pretty chilly you can bring them back in or cover them with something but they are pretty tough and will recover
quickly from cold. Right now I have about 10 trays of 18 plants each outside under shade cloth which I leave on for about a week so they receive filtered light
and don’t burn in the afternoon sun. Within a week or so, I will need to plant them in the ground. I have made a raised bed 12’ X 24, with 2 x 10 inch pressure
treated boards. You can plant them fairly close for now, in rows about 4 to 6 inches apart. Make sure you bury the labels deep enough that they don’t blow out
and write the parentage on the front and the back mainly because the sun may fade the front quickly. You can use vinyl or metal thin venetian blinds for this.
They work well and winter well too, but just in case, I make notes of each plant in each row and give them a number so it will be easy if the tags go missing.

Take the seedlings from their pots or trays and either put them in a hole or make a trench, lay them in it, and cover. This is a fairly quick and easy method of
getting a lot planted quickly, especially if you have hundreds to plant. Well needless to say, a little water and the rest is up to them. It is best not to fertilize
them right away but give them a couple of weeks to toughen up first. Then they will need the boost. I use a diluted fish fertilizer or Miracle grow. Both work
well.

Hope you have a wonderful growing season and lots of intresting surprises! Love those Lilies!

Happy Gardening.. Don
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Happy Gardening all Summer!

w

file://J:\My Webs\nsds\NSDS Spring Newsletter 2004 .htm 12/11/2007



Spring Newsletter 2004 Page 3 of 3

file://J:\My Webs\nsds\NSDS Spring Newsletter 2004 .htm 12/11/2007



